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WELFARE REFORM IS NOT UN-

AMERICAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr.
SCARBOROUGH] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, I
have got to tell you I feel very honored
to be a part of something today where
we literally changed the way the Fed-
eral Government operates today in this
House.

We have stopped or begun the process
of stopping a process that for 30 years
has encouraged destructive behavior,
that has rewarded illegitimacy, that
has paid people not to work, that has
broken down families, that has torn
apart communities, and has turned
those inner cities that we hear so much
about into war zones that are at times
worse off than conditions in Third
World countries.

Our welfare reform bill that sup-
posedly is going to be so harmful to ev-
erybody just requires a few basic
things; and, unfortunately, I have to
disagree with the last speaker. There is
nothing un-American or disloyal about
the concepts contained in this bill.

What could be more American than
the basic belief that if you are going to
get paid, you have to work? Is that un-
American? I do not think so. I think
that is a basic concept that this coun-
try was created on.

It also trusts families and commu-
nities more than it trusts Federal bu-
reaucrats and agencies. You know, it
was 200 years ago that Thomas Jeffer-
son said that the government that gov-
erns least governs best.

And James Madison, while drafting
the Constitution, a very American doc-
ument, mind you, stated we have
staked the entire future of the Amer-
ican civilization not upon the power of
government but upon the capacity of
each of us to govern ourselves, to con-
trol ourselves and to sustain ourselves
according to the Ten Commandments
of God. That was James Madison, a
man who drafted the Constitution, a
man who was not un-American or dis-
loyal.

And yet, Mr. Speaker, if you listen to
the debate that has gone on this week,
throwing out terms like disloyal and
mean spirited has been part of a very
shameful demagogic approach on this
issue of welfare reform.

I have seen Members going around
with ties with children on it. I just
think that is grand. But that does not
mean you like children. When you con-
tinue to allow a system to go forward
that has hurt children for 30 years, you
are not helping children.

And you can wear a tie, but I will tell
you, of those people that were wearing
ties with children on them, it is about
the only thing they did during this wel-
fare debate because they sure did not
come up with an alternative to get rid
of a system that rewards illegitimacy
and unproductive behavior.

They brought nothing to the table.
They were shameless in their approach,
saying we were going to hurt children
because we wanted to finally get rid of
this corrupt system.

It reminds me of a movie I saw a few
years ago. At the end of the movie a
politician, who was basically trying to
take over the world, was being shot at,
and he held up a child as a body shield
as he ran out. And the cameras clicked,
and it showed up in the papers the next
day that this politician was so shame-
ful that he used a child as his shield.
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Well, ladies and gentlemen, we have
seen where life has imitated art. Be-
cause this week liberal protectors of
the status quo of the corrupt system
that has destroyed our inner cities
have held up little children because
they want to protect their power. They
want to protect the bureaucracies up
and down these avenues. They want to
protect their way of life, their corrupt
way of life.

Let me tell you something. We have
spent $5 trillion over the past 30 years
in this so-called war on poverty, and
we have failed. It has ended up as a war
on families, and war on hard work, a
war on personal responsibility and a
war on American values.

Look at the figures. It is
uncontroverted. You can wear your
ties all you want to. You can talk
about how we are cutting school lunch
programs. That is not the case. The
fact of the matter is funding on school
lunch programs for the next 4 years
goes up.

Let us get used to the new math,
folks. One plus one equals two. If you
spend more money on school lunch pro-
grams in the year 2000 than you are
spending now, that is an increase. Well,
we are changing the way Washington
works. Stay tuned.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the
subject of this, my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS]?

There was no objection.
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentleman from Flor-
ida [Mr. BILIRAKIS] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as I have each March for the last
dozen years here in the Hall of Amer-
ican democracy, to honor the spirit of
freedom that lies at the heart of our
political system. It is the idea of demo-
cratic government, brought forth by

the ancient Greeks and which today
sweeps the modern world.

It is, indeed, fitting that we celebrate
this magnificent concept of democratic
government this week because this
Saturday, March 25, is the date that
people of Greek heritage and the Greek
Orthodox faith—as well as freedom-lov-
ing individuals everywhere—celebrate
the symbolic Rebirth of Democracy:
Greek Independence Day.

March 25, 1995, will be the 174th anni-
versary of the beginning of Greece’s
struggle for independence from more
than 400 years of foreign domination. It
was on this historic day that the Greek
people began a series of uprisings
against their Turkish oppressors,
uprisings that soon turned into a revo-
lution attracting wide international
support.

The Greeks’ long and arduous strug-
gle against the Ottoman Empire is a
perfect example of the ability of man-
kind to overcome all obstacles if the
will to persevere is strong enough and
the goal—in this case, the dream of
freedom—is bright enough.

The United States of America is sure-
ly the truest expression of this dream
today. It remains an imperfect dream,
yes, but it is still the shining example
which oppressed people throughout the
world have looked to for generations
and from which they have gained
strength in their struggles to overcome
their oppressors.

This dream of democracy—born so
long ago in Greece—and its greatest
tangible expression in our great Demo-
cratic republic, Mr. Speaker, forms the
common bond between our two nations.
Furthermore, it is a bond that has
stretched throughout history, from an-
cient times to the present day.

The history of the Greek war for
independence also is filled with heroes
and heroism, remarkable events by
many peoples in a common cause. It is
partly the story of the Klephts, who de-
scended upon the invaders from their
mountain strongholds. It is also the
story of the Hydriots, seafarers who
broke the Ottoman naval blockade; and
it is the story of the Philhellenes, who
took these tales of courage to Europe
where their significance was not over-
looked.

These stories woven together formed
the fabric of a free and independent
Greece, of democracy returned to the
cradle where it was born, and defended
by the defiant cries of the Greek patri-
ots: ‘‘Eleftheria I Thanatos’’—Liberty
or Death.

As probably a typical illustration of
courage in that fight is a story told in
the newspaper ‘‘The Greek American’’
by writer Eva Catafygiotu Topping
tells us of the fight by the Greeks of
the island of Psara in the Aegean Sea.

I yield to the gentlewoman from New
York [Mrs. MALONEY] for her state-
ment.

Mrs. MALONEY. Thank you, Mr.
BILIRAKIS.

Mr. Speaker, it is a distinct honor to
join my friend, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and
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other advocates of Greek-American re-
lations in this important special order.

This is my third year in Congress and
the third time that I have stood to-
gether with the esteemed gentleman
from Florida to celebrate Greek Inde-
pendence Day and to discuss a few of
the pressing issues on the Hellenic
agenda.

The presence of the various Members
on the floor today proves that support
for Greece and Greek-Americans is an
issue that unites Democrats and Re-
publicans, liberals and conservatives,
and Members from all across this great
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, this Sunday I will be
humbled to receive one of the greatest
honors to be bestowed on me in my en-
tire career in public life. I will be the
grand marshall of the annual Greek
Independence Day parade on Fifth Ave-
nue in Manhattan.

There are a number of reasons why
this honor means so much to me.

First, because I will be joined by
thousands of my neighbors and con-
stituents. I am privileged to represent
one of the largest and most vibrant
Greek-American and Cypriot-American
communities in the Nation. In the won-
derful neighborhood of Astoria, Queens,
where tens of thousands of Greek-
Americans reside, I have always been
overwhelmed by the warmth and en-
thusiasm with which the community
has welcomed me.

Marching side by side with my
Greek-American friends on Sunday will
once again instill me with respect and
admiration for this special people and
their remarkable heritage. And it is
this heritage that we celebrate today.

March 25 marks the 174th anniver-
sary of the day when the Greek people
won back their independence after
nearly 400 years of cruel domination by
the Ottoman Empire. One hundred and
seventy-four years ago, the Greek peo-
ple were able to resume their rightful
place as an exemplar of democratic
ideals to the rest of the Western world.
In fact, our own American revolution
and fight for independence was inspired
by the ancient Greek paradigm of de-
mocracy and individual liberties.

Perhaps the American philosopher
Will Durant put it best when he said
‘‘Greece is the bright morning star of
that Western civilization which is our
nourishment and life.’’

Mr. Speaker, in the year that has
passed since our last special order, my
colleagues and I who advocate for Hel-
lenic issues have been heartened by
some important victories and chal-
lenged by other developments. I would
like to take a few minutes to touch on
some of these issues.

First, a great victory. Many of us in
this Chamber worked long and hard on
behalf of the Omonia Four, ethnic
Greeks who were unfairly and unjustly
imprisoned by the Albanian Govern-
ment on trumped up charges of espio-
nage. Month after month, week after
week, Members of Congress and others,
like Mrs. Kathryn Porter of Illinois

and the writer Nicholas Gage, lobbied
our State Department and the Alba-
nian Government for a resolution of
this problem.

Finally, just a few weeks ago, the Al-
banian Supreme Court ordered the re-
lease of these long-suffering individ-
uals. I commend Albanian President
Berisha for this gesture, but I also
want to let him know that we in Con-
gress will continue to closely monitor
the human rights situation of the
Greek minority in Northern Epirus.

And now to another important issue.
Mr. Speaker, make no mistake: Mac-
edonia is Greek.

Over the past year, there have been
important developments concerning
the controversy over the former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia. Unfortu-
nately, in a move that I strongly op-
posed, the U.S. Government recognized
FYROM. But to date, thanks in large
measure to the strong opposition of
many of us on the floor tonight, we
have refrained from establishing for-
mal diplomatic relations with this re-
public.

I had the opportunity to visit Greek
Macedonia, the real Macedonia. On this
trip, I was able to witness firsthand the
much justified passion that this issue
engenders. This is not just about a sim-
ple name. In fact, when Tito changed
the name of the republic to ‘‘Macedo-
nia’’ in 1944, the United States strongly
opposed this action as ‘‘unjustified
demagoguery representing no ethnic or
political reality.’’

It should be the policy of the United
States not to weigh in unilaterally on
one side of this dispute but to support
honest negotiations between Greece
and FYROM to resolve these issues.

It is for this reason that I am proud
to report that Mr. BILIRAKIS and I have
reintroduced our bill, House Concur-
rent Resolution 31, which calls on the
United States to support Greece in its
efforts to reach a solution which pro-
motes a solid, cooperative relationship
between the two countries. And just as
significantly, our resolution—which is
cosponsored by dozens of pro-Greek
Members of this House—would delay
any establishment of formal diplo-
matic relations with FYROM until this
just and fair relationship is estab-
lished.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we cannot cele-
brate the magnificent occasion of
Greek Independence Day without
touching on the tragic situation on Cy-
prus.

You do not have to be a Greek-Amer-
ican or a Cypriot-American to feel the
outrage and pain felt by Cypriots who
have had their land brutally and ille-
gally occupied by Turkish forces for
over 20 years. But it helps immeas-
urably to go to Cyprus like I have and
look into the eyes of the people whose
lives and families have been hurt, even
destroyed, by this dark moment in
world history.

And I have shared the pain of some of
my own constituents in Astoria whose

beloved family members are still miss-
ing from the Turkish invasion.

Twenty years is far too long for the
families of the 1,619 missing to wait.
But even if it takes another 20 years,
we can never turn our backs on those
who suffered in the invasion and those
who continue to suffer on that beau-
tiful island even today.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be a co-
sponsor of a resolution authored by Mr.
ENGEL and Mr. PORTER which will put
this House on record once again in in-
sisting that this intolerable situation
come to an end. In fact, last year, these
two gentlemen and several of us passed
a bill that will hopefully, finally, bring
about an accounting of the five Ameri-
cans missing from the invasion.

Later this spring, I will welcome to
Astoria the Honorable Richard Beattie,
President Clinton’s Special Emissary
to Cyprus, who will brief the commu-
nity on the ongoing negotiations be-
tween the Government of Cyprus and
the Turkish Government.

And under the leadership of Mr. AN-
DREWS of New Jersey, several of us
have introduced a bill which would pro-
hibit United States aid to Turkey un-
less and until the Turkish Government
begins its withdrawal from Cyprus, im-
proves its abysmal human rights
record, and removes its unconscionable
blockade of Armenia. And this bill will
call on the Turkish Government to
cease its military operations against
Kurdish civilians.

Suffice it to say that many of us in
this House are very, very concerned
about the current Turkish operation in
northern Iraq and the reports that ci-
vilians are being killed.

It is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, that a
special order dedicated to celebrate the
birth of Greece and the democratic
ideals and institutions that Greece has
bestowed upon the world must also in-
evitably turn to the activities of the
Turkish Government. But it is our
duty to ensure that United States tax-
payer dollars do not go toward subsi-
dizing Turkish human rights abuses.

In conclusion, I simply want to wish
all of my Hellenic friends and constitu-
ents, and any who may be watching, a
very happy Greek Independence Day.

I pledge to you that every year that
I am privileged to serve in Congress, I
will come to the well of the House in
March and extol the indomitable, life-
giving spirit of the Greek people.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman who, yes, in-
deed, in every March of every year
comes to the well of this House. Also,
I might add, in July of every year she
comes to sort of commemorate, if we
can call it that, the tragedy of the in-
vasion of Cyprus some 20 years ago.
Thank you for all your great work.

Mr. Speaker, at this point I would
yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. GEKAS].

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the gentleman
specifically for this day and for his
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continuing efforts to make certain that
special orders are created for the pur-
pose of celebrating, commemorating,
the 25th of March every single year.

It becomes more important to me al-
most every year, Mr. Speaker, and I
say to the Members, to parallel the his-
tory of our own country with that of
Greece.

In 1776, when our Nation launched its
quest for independence, it was at a
time when Greece was at the darkest
period of its history under the yoke,
for then 400-plus years, of the Ottoman
Empire. But we are certain from anec-
dotal and other kinds of evidence that
news of the American Revolution
seeped into Greece and to the intelli-
gentsia and to the villagers even in
Greece, and little by little news of the
successes of the Americans against the
British became a watchword for the
Greeks, who began to plan for their ul-
timate revolution.

So we know that the American Revo-
lution inspired in great measure the
Greek Revolution that began in 1821.

But that is not where the parallels
end, as I look back on history. First of
all, we had the impetus for the launch-
ing of the American Revolution, the
Declaration of Independence. It is little
recognized that the Greeks of that pe-
riod also had a declaration of independ-
ence that emanated from Corinth,
which was, is a bastion of freedom and
liberty and classical splendor in the
country of Greece.

That declaration of independence by
the then patriots in the 1820’s par-
alleled much of the language that we
saw in the Declaration of Independ-
ence. Where we pledged our sacred
honor as Americans, they pledged all
that they had, the sacrifice of life and
of family and of nationhood forever in
the quest for liberty.

But that is not where the parallels
end. We had our George Washington, a
hero a patriarch, a leader of men, a dip-
lomat, a soldier. The Greeks had
Kolokotronis, the spelling of which I
will supply the clerk afterwards or the
stenographer, who paralleled that his-
tory. If I were a new Plutarch parallel-
ing lives of Americans with other
greats in other nations, I would par-
allel Washington with Kolokotronis.

Then at one period in American revo-
lutionary history there came to the
side of Washington, to the aid of the
American revolutionists, a foreigner,
Lafayette, who came from a foreign
country, France, to help the Americans
in their quest for liberty.

Guess what? In Greece there came to
their side a lord, a poet, a nobleman of
England. Lord Byron left England dur-
ing the height of the revolution in
Greece, came there, saw the splendors
that he had always admired in Greece,
wrote abundant poetry and prose hav-
ing to do with his love of Greece and
its history, and then, not satisfied with
just rhetoric, not satisfied with just
poetry, he entered the battle. At the
battle of Missolonghi, the spelling of
which I will provide the stenographer,

at the battle of Missolonghi, he fought
side by side, as did Lafayette with
Washington, side by side with the
Greeks in one of their most devastat-
ing battles, and lost his life. Lord
Byron was killed on the very soil which
he had so proudly described in his lyric
poetry.

So the parallels go on and on. Pat-
rick Henry said give me liberty or give
me death, and that is what was con-
tained in the declaration by the Greeks
in their movement toward independ-
ence, liberty or death. It is not just a
coincidence.

The point that I want to make, of
which I am so proud, is that Americans
of Greek descent recognize that the
history of our country, the history of
America that is, is intertwined inex-
tricably with that of Greece. Not just
from the Jeffersonian classical deriva-
tions that he himself, that great Amer-
ican was able to inculcate into the
other men at the Constitutional Con-
vention, with the ideals of intellectu-
alism and freedom and democracy that
Greece meant even back then, but then
to see in their moment of woe and of
misery, to see the President of the
United States in 1822, James Monroe,
issue a declaration and a message to
Congress saying that that great classi-
cal country, from which we learned so
much and on which we based so much
of our own Nation, deserves our help,
our sympathy, in the cry out for free-
dom that they themselves are
bespeaking during their revolution.

Henry Clay, one of the greatest ora-
tors of all time, stood in a well similar
to that which is occupied by our col-
leagues here today, and in that legisla-
tive session of the House of Represent-
atives in the Congress of the United
States began a marvelous recitation of
why America should never be anything
except a benefactor of Greece, as was
Greece a benefactor of the origins of
America, as he put it.

It goes on and on. The parallelisms
are astounding and would make for a
book, which I pledge to the Speaker I
will attempt to write about what I
speak here today, and reemphasize
that, as Americans who have that
extra privilege of having Greek herit-
age in our backgrounds, we are better
Americans for it.

Thank you.
Mr. BILIRAKIS. I thank my col-

league for his wisdom, for his wise
words, and for that history which we
all need to hear over and over again.

At this point I recognize the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS] for ar-
ranging this special order permitting
us to observe this very special day of
historical significance for all who cher-
ish freedom and revere independence
from foreign domination.

On March 25, we will mark the 174th
anniversary of the beginning of the
revolution that ended with the people

of Greece gaining their freedom from
the Ottoman Empire.

For nearly 400 years, from the fall of
Constantinople in 1453, until their dec-
laration of independence in 1821, Greece
had been under Ottoman rule. It was a
period when people were deprived of
civil rights, schools and churches were
shuttered, Christian and Jewish boys
were taken from their families to be
raised as Moslems to serve the Sultan.

The people of Greece raised their flag
of independence just 45 years after we
in America ‘‘fired the shot heard
‘round the world.’’ Our Nation served
as their role model, and the echoes of
our War for Independence against
Great Britain resounded in the Aegean,
and have served to forge a special kin-
ship between the United States and
Greece.

By the same token, our Founding Fa-
thers drew heavily upon the civic his-
tory of ancient Greece in formulating
our own form of government. As James
Madison and Alexander Hamilton
wrote in ‘‘The Federalist Papers’’:

Among the confederacies of antiquity the
most considerable was that of the Grecian
republics [which] bore a very instructive
analogy to the present confederation of the
American states.

I am pleased to join with my col-
leagues in recognizing this very impor-
tant milestone in the world’s march to
freedom. And as we recognize this im-
portant historical event for Greece, let
us pause to recall the 1,600 Greece Cyp-
riots who regrettably are still listed as
missing as a result of the Turkish inva-
sion of Cyprus more than 20 years ago.

And let us hope and pray that by
next year’s celebration or Greek Inde-
pendence Day, that Cyprus will be re-
united and that the missing Cypriots
will be fully accounted for.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague, who also joins us
year after year after year, a wonderful
fellow Hellene, friend of human rights
all over the world. We thank you, BEN,
for your wonderful friendship you have
shown over the years.

Mr. Speaker, earlier I alluded to this
article in the newspaper called the
Greek American. It is an article enti-
tled ‘‘Liberty or Death: Psara, July
1824,’’ by Eva Topping. I will read from
that article as follows:

LIBERTY OR DEATH: PSARA, JULY 1824

(By Eva Catafygiotu Topping)

To find tiny Psara on the island-studded
map of the Aegean Sea is not easy. Sixteen
square miles of barren rock and mountainous
terrain. It lies twelve miles off the northwest
coast of Chios. Homer mentions it once in
the Odyssey. Then, as if buried under the
blue Aegean waters, Psara disappeared for
centuries from recorded history,

Suddenly, however, in the eighteenth cen-
tury the island came to life, a prosperous
naval and commercial center. And during the
Greek Revolution in the next century, Psara
made history. On July 4, 1824, it achieved im-
mortality when its brave people chose death
rather than surrender to the Turks. In the
long and rich history of the Greeks’
unending struggle for liberty there exists no
more stirring example of heroic idealism.
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On the island of Zakynthos in the Ionian

Sea, Dionysios Solomos, a young twenty-six
year old poet, responded immediately to the
story of Psara with a haunting epigram of
six verses.

Ston Psaron ten olomavri rahi
perpatontas e Doxa monahi,
meleta ta lambra palikaria,
kai stin komi stephani phorei
yinomeno ap ta liga hortaria
pou eihan meni stin eremi yi.

On Psara’s all-blackened ridge,
Glory walking alone
mediates on noble heroes.
And on her hair She wears a crown
made of the few blades of grass
that had been left on the desolate earth.

Needless to say, no translation (including
mine) adequately conveys the extraordinary
pathos and beauty of Solomos’ masterpiece.
His is the perfect tribute to the Psariots’
glorious passion for freedom.

One hundred and seventy-one years later,
the story of Psara that inspired Solomos
still deserves to be told.

In 1824, the Greek War of Independence,
begun on 22 March 1821, was in its fourth
year. The people of Psara had been among
the first to join the Revolution. Moreover,
Psariots had also been among the first to
join the secret revolutionary Society of
Friends (Philiki Hetairia) founded in Odessa
(1814).

On Easter Sunday, April 23, 1821, at a sol-
emn meeting of the entire population, the
people of Psara declared themselves free and
independent. (On that same day in Con-
stantinople, the Turks hanged the Patriarch
and began a reign of terror against the Greek
population in the empire.)

On Psara, the people raised a flag of their
own design. Their flag was made of white
cloth bordered with red. The name of the is-
land appears at the top in red letters. Stand-
ing on a crescent in reverse, a large red cross
dominates the flag. The cross is flanked on
one side by a sword, on the other by a ser-
pent killed by a bird. Straight across the flag
are inscribed in bold, red capital letters the
words Eleftheria e Thanatos (Liberty or
Death).

The red color, the symbols, the words, all
expressed the Psariots’ determination to win
their freedom. Their choice lay between two
absolutes. No compromise was possible. If
Psariots could not be free, they would die. In
July 1824, the proud flag of Psara proved
tragically prophetic.

From the beginning of the struggle for
Greek independence, the brave sailors and
captains of the tiny Aegean island had dedi-
cated their lives and ships to the sacred
cause, freedom from Ottoman rule. No soon-
er had the Psariots declared their independ-
ence than their little ships sailed out to
fight. Cruising up and down the sea from the
Dardanelles to Rhodes, they terrorized the
Turkish population all along the Asia Minor
coast. They destroyed or captured Turkish
ships, thus paralyzing Turkish attempts to
supply their forces in Greece. Although
Psara was the smallest of the four ‘‘naval is-
lands,’’ her sailors participated con-
spiciously in every naval campaign against
the Turks from 1821–1824. Sometimes they
fought alone. The failure of the Turks to
crush the Greek ‘‘rebellion’’ after three
years was in large measure due to the ex-
ploits of the sailors and ships from Psara,
Hydra, Spetses, and Kasos.

True children of the Aegean (it was said
that Psariots went to sea at age six), their
sailors were the most daring, their captains
the most skillful, and their little ships the
lightest and fastest. Always outnumbered
and outgunned, again and again they proved

themselves Greek Davids against the Turk-
ish Goliath.

Psara distinguished itself not only by the
patriotism and the indefatigable activity of
its seamen, but also by the illustrious deeds
of one of its sons, Konstantinos Kanaris. A
virtuoso of the dreaded fire-ship, this in-
trepid Psariot captain avenged the brutal
massacre of Chios (1822) by setting fire and
destroying the flagship of the Turkish fleet
lying at anchor offshore the devastated is-
land. This and similar exploits brought
Kanaris international fame. Across the At-
lantic, Herman Melville described in Moby
Dick how ‘‘the pith and sulphur-freighted
brigs’’ of ‘‘bold’’ Kanaris ‘‘issuing from their
midnight harbors . . . bore down upon the
Turkish frigates, and folded them in con-
flagrations.’’

The spectacular victories of the Greek
fleets, especially those of the Psariots and
their fireships, quickened hopes of independ-
ence. At the same time, they convinced the
Sultan that unless he crushed these island-
ers, he would never command the seas and
thus never invade Greece where the popu-
lation was determined to defend its liberty.
He decided therefore to paralyze the Greeks
by destroying Psara and Kasos, their two
most exposed naval stations. Especially
angry at the Psariots, he asked for a map in
order to locate their home base. Having lo-
cated tiny Psara, he vowed to wipe it off the
map, out of existence. To this end, he or-
dered a great fleet to be assembled at Con-
stantinople. Its sailors and soldiers were
promised twelve times the prizes and booty
received at the holocaust of Chios two years
earlier.

Kasos was destroyed first. In early June a
large fleet from Egypt manned by 3000 Alba-
nians attacked the island. 500 Kasiot seamen
fell in the fighting. 2000 women and children
were captured, destined for the slave mar-
kets of Alexandria. Plunder and looting were
allowed for twenty-four hours.

The destruction of Kasos previewed the
fate that awaited Psara. In mid-June, at a
meeting in the historic church of St. Nich-
olas, patron saint of sailors, it was decided
to fight to the death on the island for the is-
land. To ratify the decision, a solemn liturgy
was then celebrated, at which the people of
Psara vowed again that they would die rath-
er than surrender.

The formidable fleet from Constantinople
arrived on July 1. The armada consisted of
180 ships of different types. Aboard were
14,000 soldiers, including a number of the
feared Janissaries, trained and ready to land
and fight on the island. On July 2 Greeks and
Turks exchanged some indecisive fire, en-
couraging the Psariot defenders that they
could hold their positions.

The battle for Psara began the next morn-
ing. During the night Turkish troops had
landed on the unprotected north and now
threatened the town in the southwest corner
of the island. French officers left vivid ac-
counts of ‘‘le spectacle’’ they witnessed from
two ships nearby. Despite desperate Psariot
resistance to the Turkish advance, they were
overpowered.

Nevertheless, they inflicted heavy casual-
ties on the enemy and died fighting. Not a
single Psariot laid down his weapon.

At the sight of the Turks on the hills above
the town, panic seized the population. While
the fleet shelled the town, women with their
children jumped to death on the rocks or in
the sea. Men, women and children rushed to
the shore, hoping to escape in overcrowded
boats. Many of these capsized, covering the
sea with corpses. Fierce fighting took place
in the town. The streets ran with blood. The
French officers described the day as one of
carnage.

The heroic but futile resistance of the
Psariots ended on July 4. The last stand was
made at Palaiokastro, an old fort above the
town, where several hundred soldiers, women
and children had taken refuge. Having taken
down the proud Psariot flag that flew over
the fort, 2000 Turks stormed it. The moment
they entered the fort, Antonios Vratsanos lit
the fuse to a magazine of gunpowder, blow-
ing up all the Psariots along with their
enemy. The valiant Psariots, defenders of
their liberty, were faithful to their flag.
They chose to die rather than to live as
slaves. A French officer who heard and saw
the explosion compared it to a volcanic erup-
tion of Vesuvius.

By the end of July 4, 1824, Psara was no
more. Part of its population had been bru-
tally massacred. Another part had been
taken captive, cargo for the slave markets of
Smyrna. And a part had managed to escape,
including Kanaris. No one remained on the
island except, so it was said, for one monk.
The fine houses and twenty churches of the
town were looted. Finally, the town was set
on fire. Although surviving seamen from
Psara never stopped sailing against the
Turks, a Psariot fleet no longer existed to
frustrate the Sultan’s plans.

The refugees from Psara were settled on
Monemvasia and on Euboea where they
founded the village of New Psara. Psara it-
self remained under Turkish control until
1912.

Notwithstanding the passage of 171 years
since July 4, 1824. Glory still walks on the
hallowed rocks and mountains of tiny Psara.
And with her let us meditate and honor the
heroic islanders for whom liberty was more
precious than life.

At this point I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KLINK]
who I know has a long five or so hour
drive to Pittsburgh to his home. He
could have left better than an hour ago
after the last vote, but decided to stay
to be a part of this special order.

Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, the chair-
man is very kind. I thank him for
yielding. I will tell the Speaker that I
am very proud to join all of my col-
leagues here today, particularly proud
to join Chairman BILIRAKIS, because we
share not only a Greek heritage to-
gether, but it just so happens our fami-
lies came from the same small island of
Kalimnos in the Aegean Sea. So we are
very proud as Kalimnosians that we
were able to represent not only our dis-
tricts and our people here, but those
people of our forefathers who settled
and worked very hard on that tiny is-
land.

When you look back at the quotes
that have been made about this Nation,
about this great Nation of the United
States that we are so proud to live in,
and you look at the quotes that were
made about Greece, it is hard to dif-
ferentiate one from the other. For ex-
ample, I will read a quote. It says,
‘‘Our Constitution is called a democ-
racy because power is in the hands not
of the minority, but of the whole peo-
ple. When it is a question of settling
private disputes, everyone is equal be-
fore the law. When it is a question of
putting one person before another in
positions of public responsibility, what
counts is not a membership of a par-
ticular class, but the actual ability
which that man possesses.’’
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Those comments were not made in
this Nation although they could have
been made. They were made by Pericles
in an address in Greece 2000 years ago
and Plato of ‘‘The Republic’’ said de-
mocracy is a charming form of govern-
ment, full of variety and disorder, and
dispensing a kind of equality to equals
and unequals alike.

Again, those same comments would
be made for our Nation. I enjoyed the
bit of history lesson that we got from
our colleague, Mr. GEKAS. I appreciated
also the fact that as we take a look at
the 174 years of Greek independence,
that our other colleague, Mr. GILMAN,
also brought the comment, none of us
can be truly free if all of us are not
free. He talked about over 20 years ago
the invasion of Cyprus and the fact
that 1600 Greeks are still unaccounted
for, and American citizens are still not
accounted for, and we in this body need
to stand up to make sure that there is
an accounting given for those Greeks
and those Americans that we do not
know what occurred to them over 20
years ago.

Thomas Jefferson said of the ancient
Greeks, we are all indebted for the
light which has led ourselves, speaking
of the American colonists, out of Goth-
ic darkness. So again, the many things
that have brought these two nations
together. We have inspired each other.
Our Government here being inspired of
what the vision of quality and of demo-
cratic debate that was that of the
Greeks and the Greeks during some
very hard times when they were under
the domination of the Ottoman Em-
pire, drawing their power, drawing
their light from an American Revolu-
tion that had taken place just over
four decades earlier, a Greek com-
mander in chief appealed to the citi-
zens of the United States and he said,
having formed the resolution to live or
die for freedom, we are drawn toward
you by a just sympathy since it is in
your land that liberty has fixed her
abode, and by you that she is prized as
by our fathers. Hence, honoring her
name we invoke yours at the same
time. Trusting that in imitating you,
we shall imitate our ancestors and be
thought worthy of them if we succeed
in resembling you, it is for you, citi-
zens of America, to crown this great
glory.

That is true. We honor each other
with our governments. It is true that
by being Americans, we have the dis-
tinct honor, Mr. Chairman, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS and I happen to have Greek
blood. I will talk about Percy Bysshe
Shelley who said, and this is a great
quote, ‘‘We are all Greeks, our laws,
our literature, our religion, our art, all
have their roots in Greece. And so we
are all brothers together.’’

Mr. BILIRAKIS. I thank the gen-
tleman for staying to join in this spe-
cial order. It is great to have gotten to
know him.

We have seen over the years that de-
mocracy—which places the hands of

the common man on the wheel of des-
tiny—brings with it dangers as well.
Freedom often brings with it old antag-
onisms, nationalist disputes that must
be reconciled—and the old truism that
warfare is only an extension of diplo-
macy is no better demonstrated than
in the Balkans.

The former Yugoslavia—cobbled to-
gether out of many competing ethnic
factions and for years held together by
the force of communism—has frag-
mented, often explosively. Fighting
continues over Bosnian independence
and in Yugoslavia’s southern region an
old dispute threatens the cradle of de-
mocracy, Greece itself.

In 1945, the Greek Government pro-
tested when Yugoslavia’s Communist
dictator, Tito, usurped the name ‘‘Mac-
edonia’’ for a province carved out of
southern Yugoslavia to diminish the
power of Serbia. This served only to in-
flame competing interests in a region
stretching well beyond the borders of
Yugoslavia and unstable since the days
of Alexander the Great.

While this province now understand-
ably seeks its sovereignty, the concept
of Macedonia must in no way be re-
stricted within the borders of this tiny
land. To recognize this province as an
independent nation under the name
‘‘Macedonia’’ would, I fear, unleash an-
tagonisms already bubbling at the boil-
ing point.

European leaders—among them the
former Greek President Constantine
Karamanlis, himself a Macedonian—
have been voicing concerns to the Eu-
ropean community over the Republic’s
request for recognition as an independ-
ent state.

As recounted in the New York Times,
constitutional language regarding a fu-
ture ‘‘union’’ of the wider lands of an-
cient Macedonia—which reach into
Bulgaria, Albania, and Greece—spark
resentments and suspicion. Promises to
protect the cultural, economic, and so-
cial rights of Macedonians in surround-
ing countries are equally ominous.

More blatant still are maps that have
been circulated in the region and bear-
ing the seal of the Macedonian Na-
tional Liberation Army; maps that de-
pict the envisioned nation of Macedo-
nia with borders reaching into eastern
Albania, southwestern Bulgaria, and a
full quarter of mainland Greece.

In short, Mr. Speaker, there is much
more at stake here than a name. Rush-
ing in with official recognition could
add another Bosnia-type conflict to a
region already suffering from wide-
spread violence. As Greek and other
European officials recognize, freedom
is indeed a magnificent thing, a pre-
cious gift, but unless existing dif-
ferences are peacefully reconciled now,
very dark days could lie ahead.

Regrettably, however, the adminis-
tration on February 8, 1994, went ahead
unilaterally with recognition of Skopje
under the provisional name of the
‘‘former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia.’’ Many of us here in Congress were
dismayed by this decision.

On February 9, 1994, I assembled a
delegation letter to President Clinton.
The letter expressed our extreme dis-
appointment and disagreement with
the administration’s decision to recog-
nize the ‘‘former Yogoslav Republic of
Macedonia’’ under that name.

The letter also stated to the Presi-
dent that ‘‘this issue is a bipartisan
one that has strong support in the Con-
gress’’ and that ‘‘we fear that this for-
mal recognition sends precisely the
wrong message’’ to Skopje and Greece
‘‘at precisely the wrong time. The pros-
pect of peace in the region will not be
enhanced by your action; indeed, it
may very well be compromised.’’

In times such as these, we must re-
flect on democracy as a goal worth the
effort in ensuring its peaceful attain-
ment. Indeed, we must reflect seriously
on the democratic principles offered by
ancient Greece.

The ancient Greeks forged the very
notion of democracy, placing the ulti-
mate power to govern in the hands of
the people themselves. The dream of
self-rule was made reality as our
Founding Fathers drew heavily on the
political and philosophical experience
of ancient Greece in forming our Gov-
ernment. For that contribution alone
we owe a great debt to the Greeks.

In the American colonial period, dur-
ing the formative years of what would
be our great Republic, no feature was
more prominent than the extent to
which Greek and Roman sources were
cited by the framers of the Constitu-
tion. The very basis of our Constitu-
tion derives from Aristotle and was put
into practice in ancient Rome, in 18th-
century England and in the early State
constitutions, before it was given its
national embodiment by the Conven-
tion of 1787.

The overriding appreciation was for
Aristotle’s sense of balance, since the
Delegates viewed the tyrant and the
mob as equally dangerous. Indeed, both
James Madison and John Adams em-
phasized what Aristotle had written in
‘‘The Politics,’’ that ‘‘the more perfect
the admixture of the political ele-
ments, the more lasting will be the
state.’’

Through the recognition of the idea
of a separation of powers, a system of
checks and balances was instituted in
American Government. Thus, as an-
other of the ancient Greeks, Polybius,
foresaw and wrote, ‘‘when one part,
having grown out of proportion to the
others, aims at supremacy and tends to
become too dominant * * * none of the
three is absolute * * *.’’

Our Founding Fathers were eager to
relate the American experiment to the
efforts of the ancient Greeks to estab-
lish a balance of powers. Such a rela-
tionship, it was hoped by the framers,
would permit America to escape the
disintegration of Government that had
proven inevitably fatal to other politi-
cal systems throughout history.

It is the example of the ancient
Greeks that we celebrate each March
25, that and the return of democracy to
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Greece on this day of glory for the
Greek people. The spirit of democracy
and of this day lives on in the defense
of the principles for which so many of
the free world’s citizens have given
their lives.

Mr. Speaker, today we celebrate to-
gether with Greece in order to reaffirm
the democratic heritage that our two
nations share so closely. These prin-
ciples are not uniquely Greek or Amer-
ican, but they are our promise to the
world—and they form a legacy that we
cherish and have a responsibility to
protect and defend.

Moving now to another current event
of consequence. The Greek-Orthodox
faith faces yet another potentially ex-
plosive situation. Recently, there have
been successive terrorist attempts to
desecrate and destroy the premise of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the
Fanar area of Istanbul [Constantino-
ple], in Turkey.

On the night of March 30, 1994, three
bombs were discovered in the building
where the Patriarch—the first among
equals in the Orthodox Church and the
spiritual center for more than
250,000,000 Orthodox Christians world-
wide—lives.

Fortunately, the bombs were discov-
ered before any harm was done to the
Patriarchate. However, since that
time, the Patriarchate has received no
further protection from Turkish offi-
cials. Turkish officials have also been
lackadaisical in investigating who the
perpetrators are that planted those ex-
plosives.

Therefore, I plan to introduce legisla-
tion that would express the Sense of
the Congress that the United States
should use its influence with the Turk-
ish Government as a permanent Mem-
ber of the United Nations Security
Council to suggest that the Turkish
Government ensure the proper protec-
tion for the Patriarchate and all Ortho-
dox faithful residing in Turkey.

Furthermore, my bill asks the Turk-
ish Government to do everything pos-
sible to find and punish the perpetra-
tors of any proactive and terrorist act
against the Patriarchate.

I would ask all of my colleagues who
believe in the first amendment’s free-
dom of religion, to sign on to this very
important bill of particular interest to
the more than five million orthodox
faithful that reside in the United
States.

‘‘Democracy,’’ in the words of the
American clergyman Harry Emerson
Fosdick, ‘‘is based upon the conviction
that there are extraordinary possibili-
ties in ordinary people.’’ It calls upon
each and every one of us to rise above
ourselves, to understand that freedom
requires sacrifices both large and small
and to recognize that the common man
is capable or magnificently uncommon
actions.

The people of Greece in the early
years of the last century were cer-
tainly common, ordinary people who
rose to extraordinary, uncommon ac-

tions. They are to be saluted and
thanked again and again.

Thank you.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise before

you today to bring to your attention to the im-
portance of Greek Independence Day tomor-
row, March 25. Greek Independence Day is
an important day in our Nation not only to
those of the Greek heritage, but to all Ameri-
cans. This day commemorates the unique
bond Greeks share in our commitment to de-
mocracy. The democracy that originated in
Greece 2,500 years ago was the inspiration of
our Founding Fathers when creating our
democratic system. As James Madison and
Alexander Hamilton wrote,

Among the confederacies of antiquity the
most considerable was that of the Grecian
republics . . . From the best accounts trans-
mitted of this celebration institution anal-
ogy to the present confederation of the
American states.

As Members of Congress, serving in this
body born out of Greek ideals, Greek Inde-
pendence Day will be a celebration of our
common bond to liberty and freedom. To this
day my constituents of Greek descent are
proud of the influence their heritage has had
on this country-and so am I.

It is very appropriate as we salute Greece’s
past that we also salute the strong bonds be-
tween us in the present and future. Greece
and the Untied States have developed close
ties, as members of both NATO and the Euro-
pean Community. Greek civilization is alive; it
moves in every breath of mind that we
breathe; so much of it that none of us in one
lifetime can absorb it all.

March 25th marks the 174th anniversary of
the revolution which freed the Greek people
from the Ottoman Empire. Let us continue to
celebrate the independence of a nation that
has contributed so much to our country.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in ob-
servance of Greek Independence Day, com-
memorated this Sunday, March 25, 1995. I am
proud to join the millions of people of Greek
heritage around the world in commemorating
the 174th anniversary of the freeing of Greece
from the Ottoman Empire. I also stand today
to express pride in celebrating the common
bond that links our two peoples together—the
commitment to democracy and love of free-
dom.

As Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘* * * to the an-
cient Greeks * * * we are all indebted for the
light which led ourselves out of Gothic dark-
ness.’’ For indeed, ancient Greece gave birth
to the ideals of democracy that guided our Na-
tion. Our Founding Fathers nurtured those
same ideals to build stable democratic society
founded on justice and equality. In turn, the
United States provided inspiration to Greece
during its own valiant struggle for freedom in
the 1820s. Our Declaration of Independence
served as a model for Greece’s own Declara-
tion of Independence.

Greece is a valued member of the inter-
national community, of NATO and of the Euro-
pean Union. It is one of only three nations, be-
yond the former British Empire, in the world
that has supported the United States in every
major international conflict in this century.
Over 600,000 Greeks died fighting on the side
of the Allies in World War II. We remember
them today for their valiant struggle against
fascism and their later battle against com-
munist expansion.

Today, as the tragedy in the Balkan region
continues, it is important that the United
States and Greece take that same cooperative
action they took to defend the world from the
enemies of freedom and democracy 50 years
ago. Once again, our two countries must work
together, this time, to end the violence in the
former Yugoslavia and promote lasting peace.

On this historic Greek Independence Day, I
urge you, my colleagues, to join me in paying
tribute to the contributions of individuals of
Greek heritage to the American cultural mo-
saic and to the world. Let us celebrate the
success of our past efforts together and en-
sure that they will continue well into the future.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, as many of my
colleagues know, I feel very strongly that, in
the wake of the cold war, the United States
must remain engaged overseas and exercise
our new status as the only remaining super-
power to promote our values of democracy,
human rights, rule of law, and free markets to
the far corners of the globe. As telecommuni-
cations and transportation systems grow faster
and cheaper and international trade becomes
more and more important in our economy, it
becomes increasingly evident that our Nation
has strong interests overseas that need to be
addressed and nurtured rather than ignored.

In this period when our former rival, the So-
viet Union, lies shattered into pieces and
greatly weakened militarily and economically,
it is easy to be tempted to forget the impor-
tance of our close allies around the world and
take for granted our good relations with tradi-
tionally friendly nations. During World War II
and the darkest days of the cold war, some
nations stood side by side with the U.S.
against the forces of totalitarianism.

Greece is one of these nations. Greece and
the United States have had excellent diplo-
matic relations for over 150 years and, as oth-
ers have mentioned here today, Greece is one
of only three nations allied with the U.S. in
every major conflict in the 20th century. The
people of Greece and the United States also
share many values in common. As nearly
every Member in this Chamber knows, Greek-
Americans are a vibrant and integral part of
the American fabric who are active role mod-
els in their communities.

I join with my colleagues in celebrating the
174th anniversary of the independence of
Greece from the Ottoman Empire. This day
has been billed as a ‘‘National Day of Celebra-
tion of Greek and American Democracy’’ and
it truly is a celebration of the bond between
the two nations. During the Greek War for
Independence—begun a mere 45 years after
the American colonists declared independence
in Philadelphia—the Greek freedom fighters
tool inspiration for an understandable source,
the U.S. Declaration of Independence, which
is reported to have been circulating freely
among the Greek troops. In many ways, the
drafting of the Declaration of Independence
and the emergence of democracy in North
America in 1776 is a continuation of the proc-
ess begun in the agora at the foot on the
acropolis over 2,000 years ago. Both the
Greek and American societies have, and con-
tinue to, draw inspiration and strength from
each other.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS], for calling this special
order and I am pleased to extend my con-
gratulations to the people of Greece and the
Greek diaspora. I urge all Members to take
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the opportunity to reflect on the history of de-
mocracy and to also reflect on the future of
democracy and America’s obligation to pro-
mote government by the people the world over
rather than stepping back at this important
point.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, for
Greek-Americans and those who practice the
Greek Orthodox faith, I rise in their honor to
join in the commemoration of the 174th anni-
versary of Greek Independence Day.

Our mutual respect for freedom and liberty
for all mankind dates back to the late 18th
century when our Founding Fathers looked to
ancient Greece for direction on writing our
own Constitution. Benjamin Franklin and
Thomas Jefferson persuaded a noted Greek
scholar, John Paradise, to come to the United
States for consultation on the political philoso-
phy of democracy. Later, the Greeks adopted
the American Declaration of Independence as
their own, sealing a bond which has endured
between our two Nations ever since.

Tomorrow, March 25, marks the date when
in 1821, the Greek people rose against four
centuries of Ottoman rule. Under the leader-
ship of Alexander Ypsilanti, for 8 years, the
Greek people fought valiantly in pursuit of
freedom and self-rule. In 1827, allied forces fi-
nally lent support, and in 1829, not only did
they defeat the Turkish forces, but they also
gained recognized independence by the very
oppressive power they overthrew.

The Greek people continued their struggle
against the threat of nondemocratic regimes
into the 20th century. At the height of World
War II, when Nazi forces appeared to soon
overrun Europe, the Greek people fought cou-
rageously on behalf of the rest of the world—
at a cost of a half a million lives. Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill declared: ‘‘In ancient
days it was said that Greeks fight like heroes,
now we must say that heroes fight like
Greeks.’’

During the Truman administration, the Unit-
ed States finally realized Greece’s unwavering
commitment to democracy. President Truman,
recognizing this commitment, included Greece
in his economic and military assistance pro-
gram—the Truman doctrine. And, in 1952,
Greece joined the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, which was later tested when Russia
threatened to crush the Acropolis unless
Greece abandon the alliance. Greece stood
firm.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow marks Greek’s ac-
complishment as an independent Nation and,
more importantly, this day symbolizes their
continued defense of democracy which
thought first began in 510 B.C.—in Athens.

I am grateful for the opportunity to join in
observing this very important celebration. To-
morrow I will remember where our own demo-
cratic principles were derived, and I will honor
the countless, invaluable contributions Greek-
Americans brought to this country. The more
than 700,000 Greeks who have come here,
have benefitted us with a stronger, civilized
and more cultured heritage. Mr. Speaker, I sa-
lute Greek-Americans for their outstanding
achievements.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, 174 years ago
today, the Greek people began their revolution
in pursuit of independence from the Ottoman
Empire. In doing so, just as our Founding Fa-
thers looked to the ancient Greek democracy
in establishing our own form of government,
Greek intellectuals translated our own Dec-

laration of Independence and used it as their
own as they pursued freedom.

Over the years, Greece and the United
States have been close allies. In fact, Greece
has been allied with the United States in every
major international conflict in this century. Dur-
ing World War II, fully 9 percent of the Greek
population—over 600,000 dedicated individ-
uals—fought and died in pursuit of the Allied
cause. Likewise, as the Greek people fought
Communist rebels after that war, the American
people were committed to their success.

Our relationship over the years is clear
proof of the strength both of democracy and of
alliances of free peoples. And our ties have
added immensely to world culture and knowl-
edge. All Americans have benefited by the
contributions of our Greek-American friends.
Thanks to Dr. George Papnicolaou, lives have
been saved because of the Pap test which he
developed. Thanks to Dr. George Kotzias, suf-
fers of Parkinson’s disease have found help in
L-dopa. Thanks to Maria Callas, we have all
been blessed by the beauty of exceptional
musical talent. And, thanks to many Greek-
American leaders, this Nation of ours is a bet-
ter land than it would otherwise have been.

As we recognize this special occasion, let
us all join together in support of a strong and
secure Greece. Our two democracies have
nurtured one another at times of stress and
our cultures have enriched each other in many
ways over the years. Today, as in years past,
I pledge my full effort to maintain the ties
which have served both of our Nations so
well. I urge every American to join in this cele-
bration of freedom, democracy and friendship
between Greece and our own United States.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Greek Independence Day, and I
wish to thank my colleague from Florida [Mr.
BILIRAKIS] for organizing this tribute to the long
history of friendship and shared values be-
tween Greece and America. Indeed, Mr.
Speaker, it is difficult to imagine what life in
America, and throughout the Western world,
would be like if it hadn’t been for the genius
of the first Western society: Greece. Clearly,
our own society would be much poorer if it
were not for the influences of the many sons
and daughters of Greece who have come to
this country and made such lasting contribu-
tions in so many fields.

When our country’s founding fathers created
our system of government, they turned to the
ancient Greeks’ philosophy of democracy. In a
speech made well over 2,000 years ago, Peri-
cles stated, ‘‘Our Constitution is called a de-
mocracy because power is in the hands not of
a minority but of the whole people.’’ This con-
cept is the underlying foundation of our Na-
tion’s Government.

Not only did the Greeks provide us with our
Government’s overarching fundamental con-
cepts, but they also helped our Nation battle
and ultimately defeat communism. Between
the years of 1944 and 1949, Moscow, along
with Communist Yugoslavia, attempted to take
over Greece. United States support and Greek
determination crushed the Communist take-
over. Had it not been for the defeat of the
Communist regime, the former Soviet Union
would have gained access to and domination
of vital Middle East oil supplies. Our Greek
NATO ally played a critical role in ending the
Communists’ dictatorial reign in Europe.

The arts and humanities provide one of the
most visible areas to witness the Greek influ-

ence on our society. One only needs to visit
a museum or art exhibit to discover how an-
cient Greek art flourishes, thousands of years
after its creation. If one goes to the theater,
one can observe how our plays of today bor-
row heavily from the dramatic conventions es-
tablished so many years ago by the ancient
Greeks.

Mr. Speaker, Greek-Americans have pro-
vided substantial contributions to our society.
In the medical profession, for example, Dr.
George Kotzias discovered L-dopa to help
fight Parkinson’s disease, and Dr. George Pa-
panicolaou developed the Pap test for cancer.
In the world of sports, Pete Sampras, a
Greek-American tennis champion, has thrilled
millions of fans the world over with the bril-
liant, fast-paced play that puts him at the very
top of the game. But, beyond recognizing the
celebrities—and there are many, many more—
I would like to pay tribute to the millions of
people of Greek descent who have enriched
our society with their hard work and commit-
ment to family. They are the real heroes, living
in every part of our country.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to participate in the
celebration of Greek Independence Day. The
Greeks have given much to our society and
surely must be recognized for their achieve-
ments and influences.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in celebration of Greek Independence Day,
which will take place tomorrow, March 25,
1995. Greek Independence Day is a national
day of celebration of Greek and American de-
mocracy.

This day marks the 17th anniversary of the
beginning of the revolution which freed the
Greek people from the Ottoman Empire. The
Greeks were finally liberated after years of op-
pressive treatment and civil rights violations.
Their communities were slowly deteriorating;
schools and churches were being closed
down, and Christian and Jewish boys were
kidnapped and raised as Moslems to serve
the Sultan.

Greece is one of only three nations in the
world allied with the United States in every
major international conflict this century. During
the early 1900’s, one in every four Greek
males between the ages of 15 and 45 de-
parted for the United States. Through their ex-
traordinary compatibility with the people of
America, Greek-Americans became very suc-
cessful in the United States.

The American Revolution became one of
the ideals of the Greeks as they fought for
their independence in the 1820’s. Greek intel-
lectuals translated our Declaration of Inde-
pendence and used it as their own declara-
tion. The second generation of Greek-Ameri-
cans currently rank at the top among Amer-
ican ethnic nationalities regarding their median
educational attainment.

In 1953, after Greece’s post-World War II
struggle against the Communist rebels, Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower appropriately said:

. . . Greece asked no favor except the op-
portunity to stand for those rights which it
believed, and it gave to the world an example
of battle, a battle that thrilled the hearts of
all free men and free women everywhere.

Mr. Speaker, as a supporter of issues of
concern in the Greek-American community, I
am proud to recognize this population and
their interests. Greek civilization touches our
lives as Americans, and enhances the cultural
existence of this great Nation.
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, it is, indeed, a

pleasure and an honor to join in this com-
memoration of Greek Independence Day: A
National Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy.

It is fitting that the House of Representatives
is the scene for this observance, as this
Chamber is an arm of the Government which
leads the world in guaranteeing freedom for its
citizens. And, it was ancient Greece which
really invented democracy—giving to the peo-
ple the true power to govern themselves.

Saturday, March 25, mark the 174th anni-
versary of the beginning of the revolution that
freed the Greek people from the Ottoman Em-
pire. What could be more appropriate than for
the United States to observe that occasion
with Greece. It is a time to again rejoice in the
democratic heritage which links our two na-
tions.

As our Founding Fathers successfully drew
up the Constitution for this country—a docu-
ment which has never been equalled in the
over two centuries which have passed since
its signing—they had a historic outline to work
from. That outline was provided by the leaders
of ancient Greece who succeeded in defining
and granting freedom to their people.

Our friendship has been linked not only by
our democratic foundations, but by the blood
the soldiers of each country shed as they
joined to fight common enemies in both World
War I and World War II.

May these two great nations continue their
friendship and may their citizens continue to
enjoy the freedom that has been theirs for al-
most two centuries in the case of Greece, and
for over two centuries for our own Nation.

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, on March 25,
1821, Greek patriots declared their independ-
ence from the Ottoman Empire. The 174 years
that have passed since that important day
have tested the Greek people, as the whole
world has also been tested by those who seek
to dominate free men and women and crush
the human spirit.

However, throughout the centuries it could
always be said that the valor, courage, and
love of freedom by the Greek people has
never waned.

The defense of independence by Greeks
has always been a constant in the world, but
in the years since the Founding of America,
another truth has emerged in the history of
Greek people. * * * and that is the special re-
lationship between the United States and
Greece.

There are an estimated 3 million Greek-
Americans living in the United States today.
From the boardroom, to the operating room,
from the halls of Government to the halls of
academia, Greek-Americans have made a sig-
nificant contribution to all aspects of American
culture. The positive contribution made by
Greek-Americans to American society has
been especially true in my home State of
Rhode Island, where a proud and prosperous
Greek-American community has helped enrich
the lives of all the citizens of our State.

In recognition of Greek Independence Day,
I wish to extend my deepest respect and
warmest congratulations to all Greek-Ameri-
cans and all the citizens of Greece.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
rise today to join my colleague, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
in celebrating Greek Independence Day.
Today we celebrate the lasting tradition of

Greek and American friendship and democ-
racy.

Mr. Speaker, March 25, 1995, will mark the
175th anniversary of the beginning of the rev-
olution which freed the people of Greece from
nearly 400 years of the oppressive and suffo-
cating rule of the Ottoman Empire. We as
Americans, as well as each of the new and
older democracies of the world, owe much to
the country of Greece because of their impor-
tant role in fostering the freedom and democ-
racy we know today.

The relationship between Greece and the
United States is one based on mutual respect
and admiration. The democratic principles
used by our Founding Fathers to frame our
Constitution were born in ancient Greece. In
turn, our Founding Fathers and the American
Revolution served as ideals for the Greek peo-
ple when they began their modern fight for
independence in the 1820’s. The Greeks
translated the United States Declaration of
Independence into their own language so
they, too, could share the same freedoms of
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, in modern times, the relation-
ship between the Greeks and the United
States has only grown stronger. Greece is one
of only three nations in the world that has al-
lied with the United States in every major
international conflict this century. More than
600,000 Greek soldiers died fighting against
the Axis Powers in World War II. After World
War II, the Greek soldiers returned to their
homefront to again defend their democratic
foundation from the threat of Communist
rebels. Fortunately, democracy prevailed and
Greece emerged the strong and victorious na-
tion it is today.

Mr. Speaker, on this occasion commemorat-
ing the strong relationship between the United
States and Greece, I would like to urge my
colleagues to join me in cosponsoring House
Concurrent Resolution 31 introduced by Con-
gresswoman MALONEY. This legislation sup-
ports the country of Greece in its efforts to
bring about peace within the neighboring
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Greek Independ-
ence Day, I celebrate the strong and lasting
bond between the people of the United States
and Greece. I urge my colleagues to join me
on this special day in paying tribute to the wis-
dom of the ancient Greeks, the friendship of
modern Greece, and the important contribu-
tions Greek-Americans have made in the Unit-
ed States and throughout the world.

Mr. FAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased as
always to rise in support of our annual special
order in recognition of Greek Independence
Day.

Democracy eluded Greece and its people
for nearly 400 years—from the fall of Con-
stantinople in 1453, until Greece declared its
independence in 1821, and finally gained its
freedom from the Ottoman empire nearly 10
years later. Yet, it is in Greece where democ-
racy—the people’s government—was born. As
the poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley declared, ‘‘We
are all Greeks. Our laws, our literature, our re-
ligion, our art, have their roots in Greece.’’
And as Thomas Jefferson noted, ‘‘* * * to the
ancient Greeks * * * we are all indebted for
the light which led ourselves out of Gothic
darkness.’’

Greek Independence Day is a tribute to the
courage, determination and perseverance of
the Greek people, and to their love of and

commitment to freedom and democracy. It is
a symbol of the mutual respect and shared
values between our two countries. On this day
we are reminded of our own indebtedness to
Greece, the birthplace of democracy.

I commend my colleague, the distinguished
gentleman from Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS], for call-
ing this special order, and I thank my col-
leagues for their involvement.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank my colleague from Florida, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, for calling this special order tonight to
commemorate Greek Independence Day.

On Saturday, March 25, we will celebrate
Greek Independence Day—a national day of
celebration of Greek and American democ-
racy. This date marks the 174th anniversary of
the revolution which ultimately resulted in
Greece’s independence from the shackles of
the Ottoman empire.

On this occasion, it is fitting to reflect on the
important bonds between our two countries.
Just as the writings of Plato and Aristotle
served to inspire our Founding Fathers during
the American Revolution, Greek patriots fight-
ing for their independence during the 1820’s
were equally inspired by Jefferson, Madison,
and George Washington.

Greece’s contributions in the fields of cul-
ture, drama, arts, architecture, and philosophy
have led the world. In addition, as Atlanta pre-
pares for the 1996 Olympiad, we should re-
member Greece as the birthplace of the mod-
ern Olympic games.

In my district of San Francisco, the contribu-
tions of the Greek-American community are a
vital part of my city’s diverse community. I am
proud of the Greek community’s successful
participation in all facets of American life.

Again I thank my colleague, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
for calling this special order and join him in
recognizing the 174th anniversary of Greek
Independence Day.

Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Speaker, today marks
the 174th anniversary of the declaration of
Greek independence from the Ottoman em-
pire. It is with great pleasure that I salute the
Greek people and join in the celebration and
remembrance of this day.

Ages ago, Greek culture began as Indo-Eu-
ropean migrants settled among the people of
Minoan and Mycenean civilizations. Out of this
diversity came a dynamic people whose cul-
ture has been a bright spark of innovation and
creativity upon the stage of human history.

Among its great accomplishments, Greece
led the world for more than three millennium
with its cultural innovation, intellectual pursuits
and scientific inquiry. From homeric tradition to
Alexander, through the birth of the Socratic
method, Aristotelian logic and countless artis-
tic and architectural endeavors, the Greek
people have left an indelible impression on
mankind.

Of all the contributions Greece made toward
the betterment of the human race, the most
enduring achievement has been democracy.
Majority rule with full respect for the rights of
the minority, indeed the basic concept of in-
herent equality of all people before the law
were revolutionary concepts in the organizing
of society and human civilization. From the
Greek example, our forefathers chose democ-
racy among all other political structures to be
the basis of our country. Inspired by our suc-
cess, the patriots of 19th century Greece
looked to our constitution as they created their
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own and declared independence from the
Ottoman empire in 1821.

Our two countries share in embracing and
nurturing an idea instrumental in bringing free-
dom and prosperity to mankind. We take great
pleasure in wishing the Greek people well,
and join in their celebration on this, the 174th
anniversary of their independence and free-
dom.
f

b 1530

GUAM COMMONWEALTH ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FUNDERBURK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 1995, the
gentleman from Guam [Mr.
UNDERWOOD] is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon I want to go on record and
discuss an issue that is of serious con-
cern to people in small territories. It is
going to take a great deal of attention
and I am going to provide it as much
context as I can because it is an issue
that is frequently not understood in
the context of national issues in the
United States.

Taking a page from the previous
speaker who discussed the meaning of
democracy and the ties between Greece
and the United States, I would like to,
in the same vein, talk about the appli-
cation of democracy, the full applica-
tion of democracy, to the entire coun-
try, and not just the 50 States and not
just the District of Columbia but, in-
deed, all of the offshore territories.

Today the United States holds a
number of offshore territories that are
small in nature, that are sometimes
seen as not serious political issues, and
are sometimes seen as areas that lead
idyllic existences that somehow don’t
merit the attention and consideration
that they deserve.

These include Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas, the Virgin Islands,
and Puerto Rico, Puerto Rico is a
slightly different example from the
rest because the other four share some-
thing that Puerto Rico does not have
and, that is, that they share a very
small size. Most of these areas have
populations that number under 150,000.
All but one, the Northern Marianas, is
represented in this body by a delegate.

On February 24, 1995, I introduced
H.R. 1056 called the Guam Common-
wealth Act with 41 cosponsors from
both sides of the aisle. This draft act,
this commonwealth draft act that we
are proposing and we are hopeful will
get the serious attention that it de-
serves during the life of the 104th Con-
gress represents the expressions of the
hopes of the people of Guam that have
been associated with the United States
since the Spanish-American War in
1898.

As a result of the Spanish-American
War, the United States acquired the
Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam.
The case of the Philippines was re-
solved after World War II with full

independence, the situation of Puerto
Rico remains unresolved to some ex-
tent, and the situation of Guam re-
mains unresolved to a much greater ex-
tent.

The commonwealth draft act that we
have proposed is composed of 12 arti-
cles and it took approximately 5 years
to draft, from its very beginning,
through an electoral process which was
taken upon by the government of
Guam on its own, despite the fact that
the Federal Government, the U.S. Gov-
ernment, is obligated and has willingly
placed small territories on a United
Nations list of areas to be decolonized,
the Federal Government and the Fed-
eral policy in these areas has been un-
clear, erratic, and inconsistent. At no
point in the entire history of Guam’s
relationship with the United States has
the Federal Government ever taken the
issue of political status on its own as
an obligation to fulfill. It has always
been instead an effort on the part of
Guam to try to get at the substance of
the issue that underline the problems
that we face.

The commonwealth draft act is com-
posed of 3 basic parts: One deals with
some historical injustices, some of
which I will touch on. Another deals
with the nature of the relationship be-
tween the government of Guam and the
Federal Government. And the third
deals with some economic issues which
remain areas of serious contention be-
tween Guam and the United States, es-
pecially if we hope to develop in a more
autonomous fashion.

Our act, the Guam Commonwealth
Act, H.R. 1046, works toward improving
the Federal-territorial relationship be-
tween Guam and the United States.
The commonwealth that we are propos-
ing is something that has not been pro-
posed before. It is something that
pushes the envelope of Federal-terri-
torial relations.

Currently whenever Guam asks to do
something, we are constantly and it is
a mind-set and it is a natural mind-set,
it is something that is part and parcel
of the American psyche when it comes
to discussing issues of government,
and, that is, that the Federal Govern-
ment is seen only in its connection and
its relationship to States. There are
such things as State-Federal relation-
ships. There is the District of Colum-
bia, which in the Constitution has a
special relationship. But then there is
the case of territories in which the
Constitution refers to as having ple-
nary, the Congress has plenary author-
ity over the territories but there is no
clear definition of what it means to
have Federal-territorial relations.

Every time that in the past Guam at-
tempts to do something to expand its
autonomy, sometimes that is compared
on the basis of what is allowable in the
context of the Federal Government and
the State relationship, Federal-State
relationships. In fact, in many in-
stances, in many discussions that I
have participated in over the life of
being very directly involved with the

issue of political status change for 15
years, sometimes the comment is made
that you can’t ask for that because not
even States are allowed to do some-
thing. Not even States are allowed to
have that kind of authority over their
own existence, so that somehow or
other State is seen as the apex of the
system, as the standard against which
territories will be measured. And some-
times almost in the same breath you
will hear the subtle reminder, and, by
the way, Guam will never be a State.

There you have the amazing quan-
dary in which small territories find
themselves. Small territories are com-
posed of U.S. citizens. What does it
mean to be a U.S. citizen from Guam
versus a U.S. citizen from Wisconsin?
What does it mean to have your terri-
torial government relate to the Federal
Government when you are fully aware
that statehood is really not on the
table for you?

What do you need in order to reshape
that relationship, catch the attention
of important people so that they under-
stand it, so that they understand that
there are bits of America that are not
likely to become States, how do you re-
solve that fundamental principle that
you seek when you say you want politi-
cal equality for citizens for everybody
who is a U.S. citizen and yet they con-
tinue to survive and exist in areas of
the United States which are small ter-
ritories not likely to be candidates for
States and are living in a kind of per-
manent political limbo?

That is why I feel very strongly that
we need to push the envelop on this.
We need to conceptualize and think of
what are some possible new relation-
ships which territories may aspire to
which will give them the dignity that
they deserve, which will give them as
individuals, as residents, as individual
citizens the kind of dignity that they
deserve, because they have the same
basic obligations to this country.

There is no area of the United States
that has provided on a per capita basis
as many people to join the armed serv-
ices as has Guam. There are more peo-
ple who died per capita in Vietnam in
comparison to other jurisdictions that
died from Guam. There is always the
quandary that there are people from
Guam who joined the service and are
asked to put their lives on the line for
the supreme sacrifice to that flag and
if by chance they happen to die, they
come home in a casket under that flag,
but lo and behold they cannot vote for
President, lo and behold, they have no
voting representation in this House,
and lo and behold, there is no mecha-
nism, no Federal-territorial relation-
ship which will give them the dignity
and increased autonomy over their ex-
istence that could perhaps compensate
for the fact that they will not ever be
full States of the union. That is what
we are proposing and that is what we
are putting on the table.

Since the arrival of the Clinton ad-
ministration, there has been a lot of
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